Representative Brad Montell
702 Capitol Ave
Annex Room 432G
Frankfort KY 40601

Dear Representative Montell:
Please oppose construction of the proposed Spencer County general aviation airport.  This is neither the time nor the place for such a project.  Currently, every level of government claims to be experiencing a severe budget shortfall.  The 17 million dollars airport supporters are projecting for construction costs alone could be put to better use elsewhere.  And Spencer County does not need an airport; it is surrounded by airports – Bardstown, Frankfort, Springfield, and two in Louisville.  

The Airport Board has portrayed the airport as a revenue generator.  That is very unlikely.  Much research has been performed in support of past and ongoing fights against similar projects in Oldham and Shelby counties.  (See www.nooldhamairport.com and www.more-ky.org.)  One study in particular analyzed the 2000 - 2004 economic data for thirteen general aviation airports in central Kentucky.  It revealed that none are fully self-supporting and eleven receive funding support from local government.  To emphasize the point, consider the Springfield airport in Washington County.  In a typical week, it sees only 3 - 5 aircraft operations.

I believe the very large majority of those Spencer County citizens familiar with the proposed airport oppose the airport.  On 19 February, less than two weeks after advertising the recommended sites in the Spencer County Magnet, the Airport Board held its first meeting to receive comments from the public.  Approximately 300 people attended.  260 of those signed a petition demanding the project be abandoned (my words).  Now, the majority of these were probably individuals who live on or adjacent to one of the three recommended sites.  Most residents of the county probably have not even heard of the proposed airport or believe the project only impacts three or four farming families.  But efforts are underway to educate these people.  And, when they learn that a handful of aviation businessmen and enthusiasts are proposing to use 17 million dollars of federal, state, and county funds to build an airport, what will they say?  Think about it.  The Superintendent, Spencer County Schools, has just revealed that he must eliminate 10 teaching positions due to budgetary constraints.

Representative Montell, I do not live in Spencer County to enjoy the smell of aviation fuel or the noise of airplanes flying over my home.  I live in Spencer County because of its rural character, what’s left of it.  I would not trade several family farms for an airport that would benefit only a few.  Please join the fight against the airport.  If you have doubts, visit www.kyfarms.org and see the list of opposition contacts.  Any of those individuals would be happy to organize a meeting between concerned members of the community and yourself.

Sincerely,

